Comparison of blood-culture results after five and seven days of incubation using the BACTEC NR660.
We compared 16,606 blood cultures for microbial growth on days 5, 6, and 7 of incubation using the BACTEC NR660. Only 20 potentially significant organisms (0.8% of positive cultures) were detected after day 5 and only one resulted in a change of patient management. We recommend users of the BACTEC NR660 consider a 5-day protocol for routine blood cultures.